ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
omputers and the digital networks that connect them represent a powerful tool to inform, educate, deliver services, entertain, and connect individuals across the globe. In Canada, policy-makers, business leaders, researchers, educators, and individuals have all come to recognize the often-times high cost of ICT as an investment in human capital development and future competitiveness.
A number of economic, technical, and social factors, however, influence how ICTs can be effectively employed to suit the needs, resources, and capacities of different population groups. The most common factors creating a barrier to ICT adoption in Canada include the cost for hardware and software, availability of effective and reliable communication connections, especially in rural areas, and the absence of required skills and computerrelated training (Statistics Canada, 2000) . Cross-cultural research has also examined how differences in cultural beliefs or orientations can impact the way individuals perceive various characteristics of ICTs and how these perceptions influence intentions and abilities to adopt and adapt such technologies (e.g., Kimery & Amirkhalkhali, 2007 ; Van Slyke, C., Belanger, F., & Sridhar, V. (2005); Straub, Keil, & Brenner, 1997). Most of the existing crosscultural research on ICT adoption and use has focused on differences between populations from distinct national cultures (for example, between China and Canada). Very little published research has focused on the special circumstances experienced by marginalized population groups, such as Aboriginal peoples in Canada, living as part of, yet spatial or culturally separate from, a larger, dominant national culture.
In Canada, various government initiatives are planned or are underway to increase the level of Internet connectivity for Aboriginal populations, including First Nations, Inuit, and Métis. Other efforts have been spearheaded internally by Aboriginal communities to enhance technical capacity and awareness and to promote Internet-based communication as a means of supporting the information, economic, and educational needs of their © 2011 The Clute Institute communities. While championing the drive to increase availability of ICT to Aboriginal communities, Aboriginal leaders have also expressed concern about the barriers to effective ICT adoption and the potential hazards posed to cultural identity and vitality should the technology be designed or deployed inappropriately. This paper presents a brief introduction to Aboriginal populations in Canada and the current state of ICT access and adoption among these groups. This background contributes to a forthcoming comprehensive study of: 1) the impact of Aboriginal culture on perceptions and adoption of ICTs, 2) the role of ICTs in enhancing cultural revitalization, self-determination, and social capital among Aboriginal groups, and 3) specific challenges to be overcome or managed to more effectively and beneficially implement ICT in Aboriginal communities in Canada. It is expected that the results of this study can be used to help fulfill the "virtuous" intentions of ICT implementation to support the economic development and overall quality of life for Aboriginal people in Canada. While widely recognized as a multi-cultural society, Canadians of non-European descent continue to have reduced access to economic power and privilege in Canada (Gosine, 2000) . Specifically, Aboriginal peoples have been identified in the research literature as marginalized in Canada, in the sense that they tend to be distanced from the center of the dominant, European-derived, Canadian culture (Thiessen & Looker, 2008) . Distance from the cultural core is described as a combined function of spatial, social, and cultural separateness. Spatial distance from the core is derived from habitation patterns and, as a result, is greatest for those Aboriginal people living on reserves or in remote rural settlements. These same individuals are less likely to have regular and frequent social interaction with members and institutions of the cultural core than are their off-reserve and urbanized counterparts. Cultural distance reflects a divergence between the lifestyles, values, and belief system of a group and the dominant cultural core. In general, distance from the cultural core is related to blocked mobility (Porter, 1965 ) and reduced social and economic opportunities for members of the marginalized group. Geschwender and Guppy (1995) suggest that an "ethnic penalty" exists for marginalized populations that reduces the value of human capital investments, such as education and training.
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES IN CANADA
Aboriginal peoples in Canada exhibit all of the socio-economic characteristics of marginalized populations. While health and social conditions have improved over time, Aboriginal peoples continue to experience higher rates of serious health problems (including diabetes, obesity, cancer, cardiovascular disease, infant mortality), mental health issues, and environment-related diseases than do non-Aboriginal Canadians. Higher rates of unemployment and poverty, substance abuse, sexual assault, and domestic violence are all documented, as well as higher rates of infant mortality and suicide, and a shorter life expectancy (Health Canada It has been recognized, during the past two decades, that other ICT can be a useful tool for improving access to education, healthcare information, and community services, as well as to enhance interaction between Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals and build cultural connectivity between members of Aboriginal groups who may be geographically dispersed. In Canada, key barriers to Internet adoption have been identified as cost, access to computers or the Internet, and lack of skills or training (Statistics Canada, 2000) . Extending ICT infrastructures to make the technology more accessible and less cost-prohibitive, providing skill development opportunities, and building online content that is meaningful and useful for Aboriginal peoples has become a priority. 
